
APUSH ~ Chapters 39, 40, and 41 ~ Study Guide 

As you read the chapters, answer the following questions on a separate sheet of paper.  
 
Chapter 39 
 
1. What issues did the “New Right” (the conservative movement) focus on during the 1980s?   
2. When Ronald Reagan ran for president, what issues did he champion? 
3. Explain “supply-side economics”. 
4. What was “SDI”?  Why did the Reagan administration push so hard for it? 
5. Who was the leader of the Soviet Union during the 1980s?  What was Glasnost and Perestroika? 
6. What was the “moral majority”? 
7. What events led to the end of the Cold War?  Who was more responsible for it—Reagan or Gorbachev? 
8. What led to Operation Desert Storm? 
9. Why was the Americans with Disabilities Act groundbreaking? 
 
Chapter 40  
 
10.  Bill Clinton claimed that he was a “New Democrat.”  What did he mean by this?  Explain. 
11. What was “don’t ask, don’t tell”? 
12. In 1994, the Republicans took control of Congress for the first time in many years.  As part of their campaign, they 
promised a “Contract with America.”  What promises were made? 
13. After his political party (the Democrats) lost control of Congress in 1994, how did Bill Clinton get re-elected 
president in 1996? 
14. President Clinton signed NAFTA during his presidency.  What was it?  And were the criticisms of it? 
15. What led to the House of Representatives impeaching Bill Clinton in 1998?  What happened in the Senate when Bill 
Clinton was put on trial? 
16. Why was the Presidential Election of 2000 so controversial?  Explain what happened. 
 
Chapter 41 
 
17. Explain how the events of 9/11 impacted American politics and society. 
18. What was the No Child Left Behind Act?  What did it do? 
19. What led to the Iraqi invasion? 
20. Why was the Presidential Election of 2008 historic? 
21. What were some of the major pieces of legislation passed during the Obama presidency? 
22. What were the complaints of the people involved with the “Occupy Wall Street” movement? 
 
 

~ The End ~ 
 


